
     
 

 

 

Weary of being a trial preparer with no prospect of a jury trial in your future? 
Do a good deed and, in turn, advance your career as a trial lawyer. 

 
Founded and launched in 2017, the Missouri Coalition for the Right to Counsel aims to help you. The 
Coalition coordinates and arranges training for attorneys interested in volunteering to receive case 
assignments from the Missouri State Public Defender's offices ("MSPD"), currently in the Circuit Courts 
of the City of St. Louis, St. Louis County, and Jackson County. 

The Coalition intends to expand to Springfield and Boone County. Volunteer attorneys have a realistic 
opportunity to gain priceless "first chair" jury trial experience in the state circuit courts, while helping 
overworked and underpaid public defenders. 

These cases are handpicked with the hope that they will likely go to trial, although, of course, the 
interests of the clients are paramount. 

Volunteers can accept or not accept a particular case in their discretion. Case assignments are not 
made by the circuit courts. 

If the prospect exists in your jurisdiction for a compulsory appointment by the court, 'why not 
participate in this volunteer initiative and better control the process and the timing and type of case 
assigned? 

The Coalition has the written support of then Chief Justice Patricia Breckenridge of our Supreme Court; the 
Presiding Judges of the Circuit Courts of Jackson County and the City and County of St. Louis; and the 
President and immediate Past President of the Missouri Bar. Other supporters include the Missouri College 
of the American College of Trial Lawyers and the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis. 

Before being eligible for assignment of a felony case, volunteers are asked to attend two-days of no cost, 
Missouri and Illinois CLE approved training, sponsored and presented by the MSPD, where they will be 
instructed on fundamental trials skills and criminal law and procedure. 

Over 240 lawyers have taken the training and thereafter, volunteered for an assignment; a number 
working with a colleague; some more than once. 

The training fulfills all of one's annual CLE credits and provides, as prior participants have observed, 
trial skills applicable to civil trials, as well. 

The next training session will be held in the Spring of 2018 at a site to be determined. For questions 
please contact Richard Scherrer via email at Richard.scherrer@mspd.mo.gov or (314) 340-7625, ext. 
237. Seize this priceless opportunity to help our Public Defenders and, at the same time, try a jury case 
"First Chair," taking control of your path to being recognized as a Trial Lawyer; not only a Trial 
Preparer. Your billable hours determine your current compensation, BUT your nonbillable hours 
determine your future. 



 
What Our Volunteers Are Saying: 

"The training was practical and on point." 

"For trial advocacy purposes, this is one of the best CLE's I've attended." 

"So, this is where all the great trial lawyers are.” 

"Opportunities to conduct voir dire, present evidence, cross examine critical witnesses, and give 
opening statements and closing arguments at trial are virtually nonexistent for many young associates 

in big law firms.” 

"This hands on experience taught me lessons about trial practice that I simply could not learn through 
observation alone" 

"I would encourage anyone looking for trial experience to consider investing time in this program as 
their pro bona service. 
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Enrolled Firms as of February 2018 include: 
 
Berkowitz Oliver 

Carmody MacDonald 

Germany May 

Husch Blackwell 

Armstrong Teasdale 

Simmons Hanly Conroy 

The Simon Law Firm 

RiezmanBerger 

Frank, Juengel, & Radfeld 

Brown James 

Dentons 

Gray, Ritter & Graham 

Lewis Rice 

Sandberg Phoenix 

Hammond & Shinners 

Thompson Coburn 

Klar Izsak, & Stenger 

Buchanan Law Firm 

Bryan Cave 

Dowd Bennett 

Greensfelder 

Pitzer Snodgrass 

Sedey Harper 

Spencer Fane 

Martin Leigh 

The Carnes Law Firm 

Hudson & Associates 

Capes Sokol 

Evans & Dixon 

HeplerBroom 

Polsinelli 

Shook Hardy & Bacon 

Tucker Ellis 

SWMW Law LLC 

Shands, Elbert 

Stinson Leonard Street 


