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In Short- WHY you need 
a legal nurse consultant 
and HOW we can help 
your case...



We 
love 
ya'll 
but...





Any Takers?





Patient is a 84 year old female from the Emergency 
Department. Primary history of chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease, congestive heart failure, high 
blood pressure, and atrial fibrillation. Prior surgical 
history of coronary artery bypass graft times 4, right 
total knee replacement, left total hip 
replacement. History of vancomycin resistant 
enterococcus, methicillin resistant staphylococcus 
aureus. Will need peripheral inserted central catheter, 
chest x-ray, type and cross for 2 units packed red 
blood cells without delay.

Ah! That's better.....



Role and 
Function 
of the 
Legal 
Nurse 
Consultant

• Providing definition of nursing and medical 
terminology

• Preparing chronological chart summaries

• Providing consultation and education on the 
nursing process and standards of care

• Reviewing depositions of physicians, nursing 
staff and ancillary staff (OT, PT, RT, etc.)

• Applying current medical and nursing research.

• Reviewing medical records, including lab 
results and autopsy reports



A good LNC gives not 
only translation but 

CONTEXT to you 
about your cases.



From 
Start to 
Finish

•Pre-Trial

•Medical Records- Acquisition, 
Analysis, Summaries

•Trial

•Post-Conviction



Case 
Consultation

•Medical Discovery

•Experts

•Deposition prep

•Consulting on recorded 
and live interviews

PRE-TRIAL



Your clients will LOVE us!



Client 
Interviews

• Difference between communication 
with nurses

• Finding additional context to the 
situation

• Recommendations for psychiatric 
evaluations

• Prior medical and familial history

• Availability of medical, socioeconomic 
resources

• Medical mitigation for trial prep





Medical 
Records

• Types of Medical Records

• Digital, paper, audio, video

• Pre-Hospital

• EMS

• Fire

• First Responders (AKA Blue 
Lighters)

• Aviation

• Emergency Department 

• Inpatient Hospital stay

• Rehab/SNF/Home Health

• Psychiatric





Medical 
Records
cont.

•Acquisition

•Ain't nobody got time for 
that...

• Knowing:

• What do you actually need?

• Where to look?

• Who to ask?

• Did you get what you asked 
for?

•How far back to go?

• Client Interview!



Medical 
Records
cont.

•Analysis

•What happened 
medically?

•Telling a story

•Documentation 
discrepancies

•Facility compliance, 
Gold-standard/protocol 
adherence

•What's missing?



Medical 
Records
cont.

•Summary

•Chronolocial order of 
events

•Medical jargon vs 
Legalese?

•What does it all mean?

•Context- Lab values, 
medical terms, policy, 
acronyms, medications

•What helps? What hurts?

https://1drv.ms/w/s!AqC5q3KkT7O6nB7BG-NMsBTuXGM-


Let's decipher some lab...



Autopsy

• Typical, non-specific findings 
in all body systems.

• No internal bleeding noted.

• No head Injury noted.

• Undetermined bruising noted 
to forehead.

• Fresher bruising noted 
to abdomen and buttocks

• Organ Weights:

• Heart- 85gm

• Lungs- R 107gm L 104gm

• Liver- 590gm

• Spleen- 100gm

• Brain- 1235gm

• Kidneys- R64gm L65gm



Additional Resources

• Toxicology reports
• Serum vs whole samples

• Police Reports
• Field sobriety tests vs serum 

vs breathlyzer
• Behavior prior to hospital and 

staff response
• Fire Department reports
• Timing, exposure, etc

•Mental Health/Psychiatric Records
• Autopsy Reports
•Who's doing them?





Case 
Consultation

•Medical 
research/articles/statistics

•Question prep for 
witnesses

•Translating so that you can 
tell your story to the jury

•Surprise!

TRIAL



Case 
Consultation

• Consults for probation violations

• (RE) Assessment of clients for 
medical mitigating factors

•Medications

• Psychiatric 
recommendations

• Community Resources

POST- CONVICTION



Conclusion

•Utilizing a LNC can help you:

• Save time

• Save $$$

•Hone your defense

• Tell your story

•Avoid unknowns

•Give substantive mitigating factors



Questions?



Thank You!


