
PROGRAM AGENDA 
MSPD Spring Training April 24-26, 2019         Westin at Crown Center, Kansas City, Mo 

 

  

KEY: 
Bring Your Own 

Murder Case 
Track 

Appellate/ 
Post-Conviction 

Litigation 
Resources 

Wellness and 
Self-Care 

General Session 
Note: all general sessions will 
be in the Century C Ballroom 

Breaks and meals 
Note: all meals will be in the 

Century C Ballroom 

Concurrent related 
meetings  

 

For a digital copy of electronic resources & reference materials, please visit: MSPD attorneys should visit the Training Info Database where they can find these 
materials in the 'Program Handouts' category under "MSPD 2019 Spring Training Agenda and Handouts." Contract attorneys can find these materials on the 
MSPD website on the "Panel Attorney Resources" page. 

DAY 1:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019 
7am 7:00-8:30 – BREAKFAST (Century C Ballroom) & REGISTRATION (Century Ballroom Foyer) 
8:30 8:30-9:00 – Welcome and System Update 

Michael Barrett, MSPD Director (Century C Ballroom) 
9am 9:00-9:45 – Zealous Advocacy – Creative Litigation Throughout the State  

Stephen Ranz, St. Louis and Annette Wallace, Kansas City (Century C Ballroom) 
9:45 9:45-10:00 BREAK 

10am 10:00-11:00   
Telling our Clients’ 
Stories: Theory of 
the Case  
Travis Stearns, 
Seattle, WA 
(Pershing East and 
West) 

10:00-11:00  
Jury Selection in the 
Age of Trump  
Kelli Childress, IL 
(Century C Ballroom) 

10:00-11:00   
Williams v. PA: 
Challenging Unfair 
Prosecutors and Judges 
(for trial and appellate 
attorneys) 
Stuart Lev, Philadelphia, 
PA 
(Pershing North and 
South) 

10:00-11:00 
Eyewitness 
Identification, Part  1: 
The Science of Memory 
Alexis Agathocleous, 
Innocence Project, New 
York, NY 
(Washington Park Place 
2) 
 

10:00-11:00  
Creating a Culture of 
Self Care in the PD 
World 
Gina Pruski, Madison, 
WI 
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 
 

10:00-12:15 
Resiliency and 
Self Care Room 
(Washington 
Park Place 1) 

11am 11:00-11:15 BREAK 
11:15 11:15-12:15  

(BYOC Small Group 
Breakouts) 
(Please refer to your 
registration 
materials for details) 

11:15-12:15   
ETHICS: Immigration 
Basics:  Ethical 
Obligations in 
Communicating and 
Advising Clients 
Meggie Biesenthal, St. 
Charles, MO  
(Pershing East and 
West) 

11:15-12:15   
Effective Appellate 
Advocacy – A View from 
the Bench 
Judges Duane Benton, 8th 
Circuit, Thomas Newton, 
Court of Appeals, W.D., & 
Nancy Rahmeyer, Court 
of Appeals, S.D. (Pershing 
North and South) 

11:15-12:15 
Eyewitness 
Identification, Part  2: 
Litigating Motions to 
Suppress, In-Court IDs, 
Experts and Instructions 
Alexis Agathocleous, 
Innocence Project, New 
York, NY (Washington 
Park Place 2) 

11:15-12:15 
Unlocking Wellness – 
Nutrition, Physical 
Activity and Self Care 
Jennifer Black Cone, 
Columbia, Mo 
 
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 
 

12:15 12:15-1:15 – LUNCH  
(Century C Ballroom) 

12:15-1:15 - Juvenile Specialist Meeting  
(Penn Valley) 
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DAY 1:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019   AFTERNOON SESSIONS 

1:15 1:15-2:15  
(BYOC Small Group 
Breakouts) 
 

1:15-2:15 
Effectively Engaging 
with the Media 
Michael Barrett, 
MSPD Director 
(Pershing North and 
South) 

 

1:15-2:15 
Electronic Rules Changes 
Judge Jeffrey Bates, 
Court of Appeals, 
Southern District 
(Washington Park Place 
2) 
 

1:15-2:15 
Nuts and Bolts of Case 
Contracting  
Maggie Johnston, Case 
Contracting Manager, 
and Danielle Corrado, 
Case Contractor 
(Washington Park Pl. 3) 

1:15-2:15-  
Digital Forensics 
Yazen Aswad, Digital 
Forensics Specialist 
(Pershing East and 
West) 

1:15-5:15 
Resiliency and 
Self-Care Room 
(Washington 
Park Place 1) 

2:15 2:15-2:30 BREAK 

2:30 2:30-3:45  
Litigating Expert 
Testimony Under 
Daubert  Tim 
Burdick, Kansas City, 
KS and Bill Raymond, 
K.C., Mo 
(Century C Ballroom) 

2:30-3:45 
Bond Litigation 
Matthew Mueller, 
MSPD Senior Bond 
Litigation Counsel  
(Pershing North and 
South) 

2:30-3:45 
Common Problems and 
Best Practices in Post-
Conviction 
Damien de Loyola, 
Kansas City, Mo 
(Washington Park Place 
2) 
 

2:30-3:45  
Crime Lab Procedures 
Linda Netzel, 
KC Crime Lab 
(Pershing East and 
West) 
 

 

2:30-3:45   
Cultural Humility 
Gina Pruski, WI 
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 
 

2:30-5:15 
Eyewitness ID 
Litigation 
Meeting 
(Penn Valley) 
 
 

 3:45-4:00 BREAK 

4pm 4:00-5:15  
Ballistics and 
Firearms Operations 
Steve Kellogg and 
Chris Hatley, 
Springfield  
(Pershing North and 
South) 

4:00-5:15 
MO Caselaw Update 
Greg Mermelstein, 
MSPD Deputy Director 
(Century C Ballroom) 

 4:00-5:15 -  
Representing Children 
#HigherStandards 
Sarah Johnson, St. Louis 
(Pershing East and 
West) 

4:00-5:15 
Practial Tools to 
Avoid Compassion 
Fatigue 
Jennie Bedsworth,, 
Columbia, MO 
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 
 

5:15 5:15- 6:15 p.m. 
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Meet and Greet Reception in the Century Ballroom Foyer and Garden Terrace   All are welcome! 

DAY 2:  THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019      MORNING SESSIONS 

7am 7:00-8:30 – BREAKFAST (Century C Ballroom) 
& REGISTRATION (Century Ballroom Foyer) 

 Friends of Bill W. Meeting 
(Pershing East and West) 

8:30 8:30-9:45 
Autopsy Basics: 
Challenging the 
State’s Expert and 
Consulting with Your 
Own Expert 
Dr. Thomas Bennett, 
WY 
(Pershing East and 
West) 
 

8:30-9:45 
Trauma 
Dr. Kezia Coleman and 
Gail Knipshild, St. 
Louis 
(Century C Ballroom) 

8:30-9:45 
Writing Tips 
Keith Findley, WI  
(Washington Park Place 
2) 
 

8:30-9:45 
Insanity Evaluations  
Dr. Gregory Van 
Rybroek, Madison, WI 
(Pershing North and 
South) 

8:30-11:30 
(Break as Needed) 
Neuroscience and 
Statistics: 
Understanding the 
Science Behind Self-
Care 
Anne Contreras, 
San Jose, CA 
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 
 

8:30-11:30 
Resiliency and 
Self Care Room 
(Washington 
Park Place 1) 

9:45 9:45-10:00 BREAK 9:00-11:15 
Missouri State 
Public Defender 
Commission 
Meeting 
(Penn Valley) 

10am 10:00-11:15  
Defenses: Lessers and Justification – Self-
Defense, Defense of Another and Castle 
Doctrine  
John Lynch, St. Louis, Mo 
(Pershing East and West) 
 
 

10:00-11:15   
Trial Attorney as Fact 
Witness at Post-
Conviction Proceedings 
Larry Komp, K.C., MO 
(Washington Park Place 
2) 
 

10:00-11:15 
ETHICS: Workplace 
Discrimination and 
Harassment 
Gina Hall, HR Manager, 
and Michael Jacobs, 
Troy, MO 
(Pershing North and 
South) 
 

11:30  
11:30-1:30 MSPD Awards Luncheon 

(Century C Ballroom) 
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DAY 2:  THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019     AFTERNOON SESSIONS 

1:30 1:30-2:30 
BYOC Small Group 
Breakouts 
 

1:30-2:30 
Expungements – 
Advising Clients and 
Negotiating Pleas 
Kim Benjamin, K.C., 
MO  
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 
 

1:30-2:30 
Challenging Warrantless 
Searches and/or 
Suppression Issues 
under the Fourth 
Amendment (for trial 
and appellate attorneys) 
Jedd Schneider, 
Columbia, MO (Pershing 
North and South) 

1:30-2:30 
Shaken Baby Syndrome 
Keith Findley, Innocence 
Project, WI 
(Washington Park Place 
2) 
 

1:30-2:30 
Litigating Excessive 
Costs  
Matthew Mueller, 
K.C., Mo 
(Pershing East and 
West) 

1:30-5:30 
Resiliency and 
Self Care Room 
(Washington 
Park Place 1) 

2:30 2:30-2:45 BREAK 1:30-5:30 
Missouri State 
Public Defender 
Commission 
Meeting 
(Penn Valley) 

2:45 2:45-4:00 
BYOC Small Group 
Breakouts 

2:45-4:00 
ETHICS: Public Defense – Stress, Anxiety and Ethical Dilemmas 

Anne Chambers, Director, MOLAP, Jefferson City (Century C Ballroom) 

4pm 4:00-4:15 BREAK 

4:15 4:15-5:30  
Legal Nurse 
Consultants: Medical 
Record 
Interpretation and 
Case Consulting  
Bethany Douglas and 
Susan Keiter, 
Springfield, MO 
(Washington Park 
Place 2) 

4:15-5:30 
DWI and Other 
Criminal Charges 
How Plea 
Negotiations Affect 
Your Clients’ Driver’s 
License, 
Kim Benjamin, K.C., 
Mo  
(Washington Park 
Place 3) 

4:15-5:30 
Brady and Rule 25 
Discovery Litigation – 
Enforcing your Clients 
Due Process Rights 
Tom Jacquinot, K.C., Mo 
(Pershing East and West) 

4:15-5:30 
Battered Spouse and 
Victimless Domestics 
Cases 
Chris Hatley, Springfield, 
MO and Patty Poe, St. 
Louis, MO 
(Pershing North and 
South) 

4:15-5:30 
Human Happiness – 
Does it Exist? 
Dr. Van Rybroek, 
Madison, WI 
(Century C Ballroom) 
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DAY 3:  FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2019 

7:30 7:30-8:30 – BREAKFAST (Century C Ballroom) & REGISTRATION (Century Ballroom Foyer) 

8:30 8:30-9:30 
The Chapter Method of Cross 
Examination 
Larry Pozner 
(Century C Ballroom) 

8:30-9:30 
Interplay 
Jennie Bedsworth 
Columbia, MO 
(Washington Park Place 3) 

8:30-9:30   
People Map including New Databases 
Susan Lohse, Thomson Reuters 
Westlaw Representative 
(Pershing North and South) 

8:30-10:00 
Self-Care and Resiliency Room 
(Washington Park Place 1) 

9:30 9:30-9:45 BREAK 

9:45 9:45-10:45 – 
The Chapter Method of Cross Examination (cont’d) 

Larry Pozner (Century C Ballroom) 

9:45-10:45 
Westlaw Including Drafting Assistant 
Susan Lohse, Thomson Reuters Westlaw Representative 
(Pershing North and South) 

10:45 10:45-11:00 BREAK 
11am 11:00-12:00 (noon) 

The Chapter Method of Cross Examination (cont’d) 
Larry Pozner (Century C Ballroom) 

Noon 12:00-12:45 LUNCH 
12:45   12:45-1:45 

The Chapter Method of Cross Examination (cont’d) 
Larry Pozner (Century C Ballroom) 

1:45 1:45-2:00 Break 

2pm   2:00-3:00 
The Chapter Method of Cross Examination (cont’d) 

Larry Pozner (Century C Ballroom) 

3pm Wrap Up and Concluding Remarks 

 

6:00 
MSPD Softball Challenge – Join a Team or Come Out to the Ballpark and Cheer On Your Fellow Public Defenders! 

Game 1: 6:00-7:00 pm: Bad News Barristers (Mid-MO) v. K.C.                   Game 2: 7:00-8:00 pm: St. Louis Plex v. Trial Offices 


